
property and farm land along Highway 56. There 
are numerous acres for the crops east of Mulligan 
Road as well. Some of the crop is used to feed 
the Mount’s livestock but the vast majority of the 
corn and soybeans are sold to local granaries.

 Farm staff begins planting corn 
and soybeans in April of each year. 
The sweet corn eaten at the Mount is 
grown separately in the large garden. 
Farm corn can certainly be eaten, 
but it doesn’t taste as good as the 
sweet corn, Blandford said.
 Once planted in April, the corn is 
side dressed with liquid nitrogen as 
a fertilizer, meaning it is added after 
planting. Soybeans get sprayed two 
to three times during their growth to 
cut down on the weeds.
 It has been a fair year for the corn 

and soybeans, although there was so much rain 
in the spring and summer, it hurt the maturation 
of the corn, Blandford said. _

One can’t sing “My Old Kentucky Home” 
without a reminder in the third line that, 

“The corn top’s ripe and the meadow’s in bloom.”
For six weeks from late September through early 
November, the corn and soybeans 
that have been ripening all summer in 
the fields get harvested by the Mount 
farm staff.
 “We plant 250 acres of corn and 
250 acres of soybeans every year,” 
said Mark Blandford, Mount farm 
manager. The staff rotates the crops 
each year because it improves the 
soil with nutrients removed by the 
previous years’ crop. If farmers don’t 
rotate the crops, diseases will infiltrate 
the new crop in the field and be quite 
destructive. Mount farm staff use no-
till farming methods except for deep 
plowing on the hard packed fields.
 Much of the Mount farm crop land is west 
of Mulligan Road and south of the frontage 
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Just about everywhere on the Maple 
Mount campus is surrounded by corn or 
soybeans, including behind the cemetery.

This combine allows farm workers 
to quickly and efficiently harvest 
corn and soybeans. 

The combine strips the corn cobs from the 
stalks and separates the grain, which is 
then unloaded about every 10 minutes 

into a truck like this one.

Farm Manager 
Mark Blandford in a 
combine harvesting 
corn and soybeans.


