
	Grass terraces for soil conservation. “Some of 
our pasture fields have terraces because they are 
on hills,” Mark said. “They are mainly ditches with 
grass at the bottom, that send water to the creek 
rather than have it run across the field.”
	Cow and pig manure used to fertilize the 
fields. It doesn’t amount to much, but where 
the cows feed on the hay during the winter, the 
manure is gathered. It is then spread over the 
fields.
	No growth hormones are used for the 
animals. Cattle are raised on grain, they are not 
given any growth hormones to fatten them up.
 There are more steps involved to be 
environmentally friendly, Mark said, but it’s long 
been a practice of the Ursuline Sisters and one 
he’s proud to continue. “The majority of farmers 
are concerned about taking care of the land,” he 
said._

 There is more to the job of being a 
Maple Mount farm worker than producing crops 
and raising animals. They are also tasked with 
protecting the land they farm.
 Environmental efforts to reduce soil erosion 
and protect nearby creeks are just some of the 
ways the farm staff maintain an eco-friendly farm. 
Here are some of the efforts the farm staff makes 
to protect the land, said Mark Blandford, farm 
manager.
	No-till planting. The Mount farm has been 
using no-till planting for at least 20 years, Mark 
said, perhaps longer. No-till planting does not 
disturb the ground like conventional tilling, which 
can cause soil erosion. 
 “We leave crop residue lying on the ground, like 
corn stalks, which helps to keep the ground from 
washing away in the winter,” he said. The planting 
equipment in the spring clears away the previous 
year’s debris and plants seed in the same location 
without tilling. Crops are also rotated, which helps 
cut down on the potential for disease and increase 
fertility. 
	Grassy buffer zones planted to prevent 
pollution of creeks. “We try to keep at least a six 
to seven-foot grass buffer between the crops and 
the creeks,” Mark said. There’s one main creek that 
crosses Highway 56, but it runs from the back of 
the Mount farm. 
 “We fight erosion every year, a big rain comes 
up and washes the ground away,” Mark said.
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LEFT: The Mount farm practices no-till 
planting. Fields such as this one (left) are left 
with the corn stalks in place over the winter 
to allow the roots to hold the soil together. 
Come spring, planting equipment removes the 

remnants and plants seed in the same 
spot, without tilling the soil.  
LEFT: This is a grass terrace on 
the south pasture of the farm. The 
raised area in the left of the photo 
captures water running off the hill to 
the right (not pictured) and empties 
the water into an underground pipe 

at the orange marker. The water is then carried 
to a creek along New Cut Road. Grass terraces 
prevent water runoff from 
sweeping across all the 
pasture land and causing 
erosion.
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Protecting the 
environment is a 
role of the farm staff
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